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Annual Births 
No longer on an Upswing after 1990 

Los Angeles California 
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Growth in Age Groups in LA County 
Children Decline in Number 

 
1990-2010 2010-2030 
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Meanwhile the Senior Ratio Soars 
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The NEW Importance 
of  Children 



•  Not growing in number like before 

•  Not enough children means … 

•  Not enough workers, tax payers and 
consumers when they grow up in 20 years 

•  Not enough supporters for the older 
generation who votes today 

•  How to measure and show this concisely? 
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Defining the Index  
of  Children’s Importance (iCi) 

•  Assigned at birth, based on the senior ratio expected 
to prevail when the child reaches age 25 (number of  
seniors per 100 working age) 

•  Growth in that ratio indicates the added economic 
and social weight to be carried by the children when 
grown   

 

•  A child born in 2010 in Los Angeles is exactly twice 
as important (index of  2.00) as a child who was 
born in 1985 (index of  1.00)  
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Rising Importance of  Children 
in California 

Source: Author’s construction, US Census, DOF 2013 California projections 
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Rising Importance of  Children 
in Los Angeles 
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Making the Most Out of  
Our Scarce Assets 





•  BTW children have much greater diversity 

•  Our most neglected children hold the greatest 
potential to help us 

 
•  We need all hands on deck  —  let’s get smart 

•  Its only fair to the kids — we need greater equity 
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Implications and Possibilities  
for the iCi 

•  Answers the question: why should I really give more 
priority to children than was the usual neglect of  the past? 

•  The importance index indicates the trend in spending 
(investment) on children that should be made 

•  Actual spending trend per child could be superimposed on 
the iCi trend 

•  The iCi can be accurately constructed for every county in 
California; it also can be crudely estimated for every city as 
well 
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